Developing a nursing doctorate for the 21st century.
Nursing in the next century will reflect changes in the health care system, and although the profession has made great strides in preparing nurse researchers, the current system has a serious gap that must be addressed; that of preparing clinical leaders. The article describes the need for a practice-focused doctoral curriculum that will produce a new type of senior clinician or expert practitioner to fill this gap. The envisioned graduates will be skilled in clinical decision making and information processing and will effect changes at both the micro- and macro-levels of the system. There is a clear future need to expand the number of primary care providers. The faculty required for their education must be doctorally prepared nurses who are themselves clinically proficient. The research and practice doctorates should be differentiated by faculty, the program of studies, resources, and placement/expectation of graduates. The article includes a model curriculum plan.